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the City Council. In view of his various services and
of his eminent connections, it was proposed that he
should let his name go forward for an Aldermanic
vacancy, which would obviate the necessity of
popular election. To this Chamberlain would not
agree, and he dismissed the suggestion with a terse
and characteristic announcement in line with his
principles: "If I am going to represent the rate-
payers I will be elected by the ratepayers/' He was
returned in the Elections of that year for the All
Saints Ward, and thus took the first small but
significant step of his career in public life.

Important however as was his election to the
Birmingham City Council, it was not the most impor-
tant event of his life in 1911.  Some years previously
Neville Chamberlain had attended the wedding of
his brother, which was, as befitted a leading member
of the Unionist Party, a fashionable social event.
Among the guests was a charming young lady, half
English and half Irish, by name Miss Ann Vere
Cole.   She came of an Irish sporting family, the
daughter of Major Cole, and the cousin of Lord
Monteagle. A little further back in her ancestry was
the poet Aubrey De Vere.   After the death of her
father her mother had re-married, her second husband
being   Colonel   Studd,  brother   of   Sir Kynaston
Studd, famous as a cricketer and subsequently Lord
Mayor of London.   With all these eminent connec-
tions however, perhaps her most interesting relation
was her brother Horace de Vere Cole- His distinction
lay in an unusual sphere, for he was England's
premier practical joker.  He had to his credit many
elaborate jests, but one is worthy of remembrance
for that simplicity which is said to be the hall-mark
of genius. This was the occasion when he arrived in
Piccadilly at the most crowded hour of that fashion-
able thoroughfare, and calmly held up its traffic for